PEACE HANGS BY A THREAD                                 447
was to show plainly that the Republicans were relentlessly opposed to
any real compromise.18 The Senate tally gave the Georgians an oppor-
tunity to telegraph their closely balanced convention: "Does this not
satisfy men of every shade of opinion that Georgia must rely upon her-
self? Will she not act promptly, and as a unit?"19 Georgia seceded
promptly, two days later in fact; but not as a unit, for a test vote showed
the convention divided, 166-130. Louisiana followed eight days later.
II
The secession Senators now could look upon the first fruits of their
labors and call them good. It seemed certain that a new confederacy
would be organized at Montgomery, probably on February 4 or there-
abouts. But as there still were hazards they were not going home im-
mediately. Although the telegraph had brought unofficial news of se-
cession it would take some few days for official documents to be trans-
mitted, and in the meantime the Senate managers saw opportunity to
use their positions to make adjustments which would promote peaceful
separation, prevent war, and give the new confederacy a better chance
for successful organization. The Senators were as disturbed as the Presi-
dent and his cabinet by the possibilities of danger at Charleston, but in
a different way.
Buchanan and his advisers had done nothing when the news of the
firing on the Star of the West arrived, partly because they had sent down
the Brooklyn and partly because Anderson had said he was in no im-
mediate need of reenforcements. With all the pulling and hauling it
was a relief to Buchanan not to have to do anything. Holt instructed
Anderson on the 10th to act "strictly on the defensive,54 as heretofore.
The Secretary commended him particularly for his brilliant move from
Moultrie to Sumter, made necessary by the danger of attack which
there was "reason to believe, was contemplated, if not in active prepara-
tion.*' On Saturday night the 12th Lieutenant Talbot arrived with
Anderson's report of his negotiations with Governor Pickens of South
Carolina, and on Sunday night Lieutenant Norman J. Hall followed
him, accompanied by the attorney general of South Carolina, Isaac W-
Hayne of the slave-trade-cases fame.